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March 12, 2021 

Hello Grand Blanc Families, 

This evening the Grand Blanc Board of Education held a special meeting due to an unforeseen change by our state 
government. A bill was passed by the legislature and signed by the Governor on Tuesday night which mandated 
certain schools in our state to provide at least 20 hours per week of in-person instruction by March 22nd or be denied 
a portion of per-student ESSER II funding. For Grand Blanc Schools, this would amount to approximately $1 million in 
additional funds. The Board has decided it would be fiscally irresponsible to knowingly reject that money over a 
four-week differentiation from our previous plan.  

We had planned for secondary students to return 4 days/week in full in mid-April, strategically 2 weeks after spring 
break. We will now move that date up to March 22nd to comply with this law. The state’s budgetary future, which 
ties directly to school funding, is unsure, and we cannot turn down a large amount of money this year not knowing if 
we will be fully funded in the coming years.  

This change will not impact our elementary or Bobcat Virtual students. East and West Middle School and Grand 
Blanc High School students will be expected to attend in-person Monday through Thursday beginning March 22nd. 
Fridays will remain remote for all students. 

There remains no safe way to have a regular lunch period in these buildings. In a recent survey, approximately 60% of 
secondary GB families who’ve responded so far indicate they’re not comfortable with their students eating lunch at 
school without social distancing. Given CDC and state guidelines, it would be counterintuitive to place students side 
by side in a lunchroom with no masks, and then require them to wear masks for the remainder of the day and ask 
them to try to socially distance themselves. We would also face challenges with cleaning and serving those dining 
areas. 

We remain understaffed in our dining, transportation, and custodial departments, and we are still in need of 
substitutes. The good news is that our administrators are doing a great job of covering absences in-house, and we are 
grateful to those staff members going above and beyond to make things work. We do anticipate the lack of social 
distancing to create more quarantine situations. Our staff members who have been fully vaccinated will not have to 
quarantine due to recent changes from the CDC and GCHD. The number of fully vaccinated staff grows each week. 
This will also help us to reduce teacher absences. If you, or someone you know, is interested in joining one of these 
departments, please go to www.gbcsworks.com and submit an interest form. 

The new schedules for middle school and high school students that will begin March 22nd are available in the 
presentation slides made for the board at https://www.gbcs.org/domain/2093. Thank you in advance for your 
continued cooperation and flexibility.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Mr. Clarence Garner 
Deputy Superintendent 
Grand Blanc Community Schools 
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